
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

Dear Fellow Evrytanians, 

We have experienced a most 

difficult and unusual year.  The 

coronavirus turned the entire world 

upside down and caused us to 

restructure our daily lives, making us 

feel emotions ranging from fear to anger 

to despair.  No one knew in January, 

2020, what to expect for the oncoming 

year.  But now in January, 2021, with 

the distribution of the vaccine, we have 

reason to feel differently about this new 

year.  Although we are not through with 

the pandemic yet, we have hope that we 

will soon be able to resume a normal 

life. 

2020 presented many 

challenges for our Evrytanian 

Association. But through the capable 

efforts of the Executive Board, Board of 

Trustees, office staff and dedicated 

individuals who would not allow our 

Velouchi to falter, we were able to meet 

these challenges and overcome them. 

Although we could not meet in person, 

we were able to conduct business by 

meeting online through ZOOM. 

Because of the necessity to cancel the 

summer 2020 Convention, I called a 

special General Assembly meeting in 

November.  I am proud to announce that 

there were almost 50 members in 

attendance online, surpassing the 

number required for a quorum!  My 

congratulations and appreciation to all 

who attended, allowing us to proceed 

with the business at hand.  We approved 

our annual budget and voted to send an 

emergency appropriation of $10,000 to 

the Community Food Banks in 

Evrytania.  This is in addition to the 

$10,000 we already sent earlier this past 

summer to Agrafa and Karpenisi.  These 

additional donations were greatly 

appreciated, especially in Agrafa where 

there is limited funding and the food 

bank was practically bare going into the winter months. 

In other actions, we fulfilled our scholarship obligations to Greece and here in 

America.  Even though the annual raffle was not as financially successful as other years, we still 

managed to sell a little over 300 tickets.  My deep thanks to all who participated and bought a 

ticket, thereby helping the Velouchi continue funding scholarships for our deserving youth.  I 

ask you to please consider buying a ticket this year.  The raffle will take place regardless of 

whether or not we have a convention.   

Just a few weeks ago, I was notified by Mr. Bobby Leloudis, president of the Rescue 

Team (Diasostiko Soma) of Evrytania, of the opportunity to acquire a “high flow” oxygen 

machine for the hospital in Karpenisi.  This machine has been shown to be effective in treating 

covid patients to reduce the need for ventilators, thereby allowing them a better chance of 

staying home and not going to the ICU.  This machine can also be used on patients with other 

lung issues besides covid related.  The matter was immediately brought to the attention of our 

Evrytanian Foundation, which decided to donate the necessary funds to purchase this machine. 

Within three days, through the quick action of the Rescue Team spearheading this initiative and 

the generous cooperation of the Evrytanian Foundation, the oxygen machine was in Karpenisi 

treating covid patients. 

We started 2020 with uncertainty and fear.  We start 2021 with hope and optimism. 

This dreaded pandemic has affected all of us, some with the most heartbreaking consequences. 

To those who have lost family members to this dreaded disease, I and the entire Velouchi family 

extend to you our most heartfelt condolences. Αησλία ηνπο ε Μλήκε!   

As we begin 2021, let’s hope for a better new year when we will be able to celebrate 

happier times together.  With God’s help, this pandemic will soon come to an end.   

May you all be safe and healthy. 

With patriotic love and respect, 

James N. Chulkas, National President 


